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FOOD SECURITY — COMMUNITY ONLINE RESOURCE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.12 pm]: I rise to inform the house 
about the ongoing work across the community to address poverty and, in particular, food insecurity across the state. 
In doing so, I acknowledge it is currently Anti-Poverty Week, and draw members’ attention to the Foodbank hunger 
report 2021, which states that one in six Australian adults have not had enough to eat in the last year. On top of 
this, 1.2 million children have gone hungry during the same period. When it comes to food security, one of the greatest 
challenges is connecting those who need access to food with the oversupply and waste of excess foods. I have been 
proud to support the community services sector in addressing this complex and longstanding issue in our community.  
In 2019, the food relief framework was developed and launched with support from Lotterywest, which has been 
a catalyst for stakeholders across the state to come together under the banner of Fair Food WA. In 2020, the Premier 
and I hosted a strategic food industry round table to strengthen the coordination of efforts to ensure that excess 
food can get to where it is most acutely needed. That work has continued, and, last Friday, I joined Fair Food WA 
in launching the next step—the community online resource exchange program, or CORE. Following consultations 
with over 150 charity food providers and stakeholders across the state, it became clear that there was a need for 
stronger collaboration and coordination at a local level. CORE is an online resource that provides a platform for local 
businesses and charities to exchange surplus resources—in real time—to better meet the needs of their communities. 
It enables surplus food, clothing, furniture, logistics and infrastructure to get to where it is needed in supporting 
our most vulnerable. We know that in government, sometimes the best solutions to complex issues come from 
the community.  
I would like to place on record my thanks to Fair Food WA, in particular the Western Australian Council of Social 
Service, Foodbank, SecondBite, St Vincent de Paul Society, the Salvation Army, St Patrick’s Community Support 
Centre in Fremantle, and Curtin University. I also want to acknowledge my former parliamentary colleague, the 
formidable Janine Freeman, who is now the chair of Fair Food WA. I encourage members of this place to learn more 
about this work and support it where they can. 
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